the war situation, october 8, 1940
Whatever happens it is the tide and not mere eddies of events which
will dominate the French people. Nothing can -prevent the in-
creasing abhorrence with which they will regard their German
conquerors or the growth of the new-born hope that Great Britain
will be victorious, and that the British victory will carry with it,
as it must, the deliverance and restoration of France and all other
captive peoples.
That is all I think it is useful to say at the present time, either
about the Dakar affair or our relations with the Vichy Government,
except this. We must be very careful not to allow a failure of this
kind to weaken or hamper our efforts to take positive action and
regain the initiative. On the contrary, we must improve our
methods and redouble our efforts. We must be baffled to fight
better and not baffled to fight less. Here let me say that criticism
which is well-meant and well-informed and searching is often
helpful, but there is a tone in certain organs of the Press, happily
not numerous, a tone not only upon the Dakar episode but in other
and more important issues, that is so vicious and malignant that
it would be almost indecent if applied to the enemy. I know that
some people's nerves are frayed by the stresses of war, and they
should be especially on their guard lest in giving vent to their own
feelings they weaken the national resistance and blunt our sword.
I must now ask the House to extend its view more widely
and to follow me if they can find the patience to the other side of the
globe. Three months ago we were asked by the Japanese Govern-
ment to close the Burma Road to certain supplies which might reach
the Republic of China in its valiant struggle. We acceded to this
demand because as we told both Houses of Parliament, we tried
to give an opportunity to the Governments of Japan and China
to reach what is called in diplomatic language " a just and equitable
settlement " of their long and deadly quarrel—there were no doubt
some other reasons, but that one is enough for my argument.
Unhappily this " just and equitable settlement" has not been
reached. On the contrary, the protracted struggle of Japan to
subjugate the Chinese race is still proceeding with all its attendant
miseries. We much regret that the opportunity has been lost.
In the circumstances His Majesty's Government propose to allow
the agreement about closing the Burma road to run its course until
17th October, but they do not see their way to renew it after that.
Instead of reaching an agreement with China, the Japanese
Government have entered into a Three-Power Pact with Germany
and Italy, a pact which, in many respects, is a revival of the Anti-
Comintern Pact of a few years ago, but which binds Japan to attack
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